INTRODUCTION
Over the years, there has been an increase in trade across borders between countries. With advancement in technology resulting in a new global business paradigm, various trade and governmental bodies such as the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOWAS) have intensified efforts to end protectionism, establish liberalized cross borders and put an end to the prevalence of beggar-thy-neighbour economic policies. 
DEFINITION OF TERMS Commercial Arbitration:
The most notable definition of commercial arbitration is that set out in Article 1(1) of the UNCITRAL Model Law. This provides that:
"the term 'commercial' should be given a wide interpretation so as to cover matters arising from all relationships of a commercial nature, whether contractual or not. Relationships of a commercial nature (ii) any place where a substantial part of the obligations of the commercial relationship is to be performed or the place with which the subject matter of the dispute is most closely connected; or (c) The parties have expressly agreed that the subject matter of the arbitration related to more than one country.
For the purposes of the UNCITRAL definition, if a party has more than one place of business, the relevant place of business is the one with the closest relationship to the arbitration agreement. 7 Also if a party does not have a place of business, the relevant place is his place of residence rather than his place of business. 
FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE THE USE OF ARBITRATION
i. A significant factor that encourages parties to use arbitration as their dispute resolution mechanism in resolving international disputes is that the New York Convention 1958 makes it easy to enforce the award made in arbitration almost anywhere in the world.
ii. Another significant factor is that neither party may want the matter dealt with in the other side's country. By choosing arbitration the parties are able to find a neutral jurisdiction that satisfactory to both sides.
iii. The parties have the liberty of agreeing to the tribunal applying a neutral system of law when making a decision on the dispute.
iv. The parties also achieve a balance between themselves by agreeing on the arbitration being located in one jurisdiction but applying the law of another.
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Having taken note of the different factors that encourage international commercial arbitration, we shall now critically evaluate international commercial arbitration within the National Legal System of the United Kingdom and Nigeria as case studies.
As noted earlier the dominant rules that govern international commercial arbitrations are the 
vi. JURISDICTION OF THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL
The Model Law has incorporated the doctrines of competence-competence and separability into its laws and these doctrines also form part of the English and Nigerian Legal Systems. The
Competence-Competence doctrine refers to the extent to which an arbitral tribunal may rule on its jurisdiction while the Separability doctrine on the other hand refers to the independence of an arbitration clause even where the contract wherein it is found is invalid. Section 44 despite the fact that the ACA in Section 44(6) relating to the appointment of a three member tribunal hinted that the appointing authority in that case would be one "previously designated by the parties…" Also in section 44(6) of the ACA, the impression created that the appointing authority is one "previously designated by the parties…". However the meaning of "appointing authority" under the ACA by virtue of Section 54(2) is the Secretary-General of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at the Hague. Furthermore, the phrases used in Sections 45(10) and 45(9)(a) of the ACA on the issue of the challenge of an arbitrator in international cases is 'an appointing authority'. While the phrase used under Section 45(9)(c) is 'the appointing authority'. The impression from Sections 45(10) and 45(9)(a) of the ACA is that the Secretary-General of the PCA at the Hague may not after all be the exclusive appointing authority under the ACA. 
Conversely, in

FINDINGS
From the paper it is quite evident that though the Model Law serves as a legal framework for international commercial arbitration proceedings, it was not wholly adapted by the United Kingdom and Nigeria. It was however adopted by the United Kingdom and Nigeria with some variations in the areas of the scope of application which in the United Kingdom applies to both domestic and international arbitration, commercial and non-commercial arbitration, thereby making it a hub for states to refer to it as a seat for their arbitration. Under the Nigeria Legal System on the other hand, the scope of applicability is for only commercial arbitration either domestic or international, thereby restricting its applicability.
In the area of territorial application, the English Act recognizes both territoriality and delocalization of arbitration while the Nigerian Act recognizes the doctrine of territoriality. On the issue of the arbitrability of disputes, Nigeria bases its Act on the principle of objective arbitrability, which is what the Law of the land provides. The English Act leaves the issue of arbitrability to be decided by the courts as defined by common law. Also on the issue of power of waiver, while the English Act expects the party contesting to prove that even with reasonable diligence he would not have been aware of the grounds for objection while the Nigerian Act requires actual knowledge and 'without undue delay'. Furthermore, the Nigerian Act provides for derogation from mandatory provisions of the Act.
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Finally, the English and Nigerian Legal systems provide extensively for the extent of the court's intervention in international commercial arbitration proceedings while confirming the doctrines of competence-competence and separability. However, the Nigerian ACA does not provide for the Right of Appeal from the ruling on jurisdiction by the arbitral tribunal in Nigeria. This goes a long way in ensuring that the time of the parties is saved.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Redrafting of Defective Provisions
It is strongly suggested that Sections 44, 45, 49 and 50 (Part III) of the ACA which are individually defective in catering for parties who wish to situate their international commercial arbitration proceedings in Nigeria be redrafted. In redrafting these sections, the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules should be a guide for the draftsman if it is indeed intended to adopt substantially some of the provisions of those Rules in these areas.
It is also strongly suggested that the appointing authority provided for under Section 54(2) of the ACA should be amended as it is doubtful if the Office of the Secretary-General of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration at the Hague is the most appropriate appointing authority even though the law pertains to international commercial arbitration. An alternative is for the courts in Nigeria to be empowered as the appointing authority or the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee's (AALCC) Lagos Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration would seem a better option. Consequently, Section 4 of the ACA which is also an inelegant adoption of Article 8 of the Model law should also be re-drafted.
Adoption of the Doctrine of Localization
It is suggested that the Nigerian Legal System adopts the doctrine of localization to provide for parties to international commercial arbitration who do not wish to adopt any law under the lex arbitri. There may be reference to members of the arbitral tribunal making applicable laws ex aequo et bono or as amiable compositeur.
Expansion of Scope of Application
It is suggested that in order to provide an enabling environment for international commercial arbitration to thrive in Nigeria, the scope of application of the Nigerian ACA should be expanded to encompass non-commercial disputes.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, one can say that international commercial arbitration is being provided for within the National Legal Systems of the United Kingdom and Nigeria through the use of the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration as a legal framework for international commercial arbitration although with a few variations. However, as noted above, Nigeria still has a long way to go in ensuring that an enabling environment is created for international commercial proceedings to be held in Nigeria as 'the seat of arbitration.' It is not strange to still see parties adopt London as their seat of arbitration even though the subject matter of the dispute, place of business of the parties and place of execution of the contract is situate within Nigeria.
It is only when the practice and law governing international commercial arbitration has been fully developed and becomes attractive for use by prospective disputants that Nigeria would be able to attract more patronage and revenue for the country. In the words of Adebanjo A. 
